FROM PIONEER TO
TASTEMAKER

Under the influence of her father, shipping magnate
Tung Chao-Yung, Alice King's formative years were
spent in arichly artistic environment, in which she
formed many close friendships with legendary figures.
With a keen eye for aesthetics and market intuition, she
established Alisan Fine Arts in 1981, taking the lead in
the Hong Kong contemporary art market, and devoted
herself to promoting overseas Chinese artists such as
Zao Wou-Ki, Chu Teh-Chun, Chao Chung-Hsiang, and
Walasse Ting. Together, with her daughter Daphne
King-Yao, Alice King has delivered several of these
artists’ works into the hands of collectors all around
the globe

Alisan Fine Arts was the first gallery in Hong Kong
to serve as artist Zao Wou-Ki's agent, a relationship
based on a long-standing friendship between Zao Wou-
Ki and Tung Chao-Yung's family. By 1993, the gallery
was holding solo exhibitions for the artist's works. The
gallery's promotion of Chao Chung-Hsiang's works
can be traced back to an even earlier date, 1984, when
Alice King attended Chao Chung-Hsiang's solo exhibit
at the Taipei Fine Arts Museum. Daphne King-Yao,
who was then a high schooler, remembers that when
art become the subject of conversation, the typically
introverted, reticent Chao Chung-Hsiang would grow
animated and talkative. The verve and excitement with
which he would display a piece of art to her mother is,
for her, an indelible image.

Alongside mainland China's reform and opening
up, Alice King, in 1987, held an exhibit at the Hong Kong
Arts Center titled “A State of Transition: Contemporary
Painting from Shanghai.” This event marked the first
time that the Hong Kong general public had been
introduced to Mainland Chinese contemporary art
During the 90s, Alice King devoted even greater efforts
to expanding the gallery’s international influence,
and such life-long committment was rewarded by
the title of Officier de I'Order National de la Legion
d’Honor bestowed by the French government in 2013.
As someone who has had her finger on the pulse of the
art world for many years, Alice King believes that the
works of artists Chao Chung-Hsiang and Walasse Ting,

ke those of the already-acclaimed works of Zao Wou-
Kiand Chu Teh-Chun, possess enormous pgotential in
their market value, and looks forward to that potential
being unearthed by collectors around the world.
Alisan Fine Arts
Alice King Gallery
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